A READER'S COMPANION JOURNAL

The Lion an
the Mouse

Reading Comprehension Workbook

A timeless tale to read, explore, and take to heart

Read-Aloud Friendly

A Classic Aesop Fable
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FABLE TWO

The Lion and the Mouse

A great lion lay sleeping in the sun when a tiny mouse scurried across his paw
and woke him. Quick as a flash, the lion trapped the little creature under his
claw. "Please let me go," squeaked the mouse. "One day I may help you in
return.” The lion laughed at the thought that such a small animal could ever
help a king, but he was amused enough to lift his paw and set the mouse free.
Not long after, the lion was caught in a hunter's rope net. He roared and
struggled, but the more he fought, the tighter the net held him. The little
mouse heard his cry and came running. With sharp, busy teeth she gnawed
through the ropes, one by one, until the great lion was free. "You laughed
when [ said I could help you," said the mouse. "Now you see that even the
smallest friend can save the strongest."

THE MORAL

No act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted.

Turn the page to begin your detective work.
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THE LION AND THE MOUSE

STORY DETECTIVE

What Happened

o How did the mouse wake the lion?

[2) What did the mouse promise if the lion let her go?

(3} Why did the lion laugh at the mouse’s promise?

o What trouble did the lion later find himself in?

5 How did the tiny mouse save the great lion?
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THE LION AND THE MOUSE

THINK A LITTLE DEEPER

Big Ideas & the Moral

(1) Why did the lion decide to let the mouse go free?

[2) In what ways were the lion and the mouse different?

What does this fable teach us about judging others by their size?
©) juaging y

[4) Can you think of a time someone “small” helped in a big way?
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THE LION AND THE MOUSE

GET CREATIVE

Make Something

Draw the mouse helping the lion get free from the net.

Write a thank-you note from the lion to the mouse.

Invent a new animal friendship like this one. Who helps whom?
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THE FINE PRINT

Terms & Credits

About this resource

The fable in this companion journal is the original retelling of Aesop’s fable, “The
Lion and the Mouse,” which is in the public domain. All retellings, questions,
activities, and design are original work and are protected by copyright.

Your license

This file is for single-classroom or single-family use by the original purchaser. You may
print as many copies as you need for your own students or children.

Please do not

Share, resell, redistribute, or post this file publicly, or claim the work as your own.
Thank you for respecting the work that went into it.

Printing tips
Print on standard US Letter paper. For the best look, choose “fit to page” and print in
color. Black-and-white works too and saves ink.

“Gently does it. Grow stronger with every word.”
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